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Royal Tribute Reigns Supreme At YEH East Coast

Championships

A former Future Event Horse champion impresses in the 5-year-old division.

Lindsay Berreth

OWNER KRISTEN BURGERS didn’t
originally envision Royal Tribute as an
upper-level eventing prospect. But the
Oldenburg gelding proved he might be
headed that way after winning the U.S.
Eventing Association 5-Year-Old Young
Event Horse East Coast Championship,
held in conjunction with the Dansko
Fair Hill International CCI***/CCI** in
Elkton, Md., Oct. 13-16.

“He’s wise beyond his
years. Having had a lot
of young horses, it's
always amazing when
you get one like that.”
—Kristen Burgers

Burgers, 42, Broad Run, Va., found
Royal Tribute as a weanling in Little
Rock, Ark., with breeder Susan Burney,
who was selling her horses because of
health issues. Burgers was impressed
with his pedigree (Royal Prince—Firstar,
First Class), knowing that Royal Prince
had produced foals with good tempera-
ments and nice movement.

“He’s wise beyond his years. Having
had a lot of young horses, it’s always
amazing when you get one like that,”
she said.

Burgers, who'’s ridden through train-
ing level, planned on competing the
gelding herself when she broke him.
“When he got off the trailer at four
months, he was 14.2 [hands]. When he
was 2, he was 16.2,” she said of the
gelding, who'’s now too big for her at
17.2 hands.

Burgers showed him in USEA Future

Kristen Burgers’ Royal Tribute topped
the 5-year-old division at the

USEA Young Event Horse Championships
with Doug Payne aboard.
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Event Horse classes in 2009, winning
the Overall and Three-Year-Old cham-
pionship titles at the IDHSNA/USEA East
Coast finals in Lexington, Va., where he
was handled by advanced eventer Doug
Payne.

Burgers met Payne, Gladstone, N.J.,
through Virginia-based trainer and
agent Lisa Reid. She sent Royal Tribute
to Payne to prepare and handle him at
the FEH finals. She kept him at home
for his 4-year-old year, hacking him out

and teaching him the basics. “We saw
the potential in Tribute [after the FEH
finals] and thought he could be an
upper-level horse,” Burgers said.

The gelding began eventing this year
with Payne at beginner novice and has
moved up to training level, earning third
place at the Nutrena/USEA American
Eventing Championships (Ga.) in the
training horse division in September. He
qualified for the YEH finals with a win at
Jersey Fresh (N.J.).
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